Characteristics of IgA deposits in liver and skin of patients with liver disease.
The presence of IgA deposits in a continuous pattern along hepatic sinusoids is a specific entity for alcoholic liver disease. In superficial skin blood vessels of patients with liver disease, IgA deposits can occur. The authors characterized the deposits for IgA-subclass epitope expression and for macromolecular configuration (assessment of [hidden] J-chain determinants and of secretory component-binding capacity). A variety of monoclonal anti-IgA-subclass reagents were applied, which proved to be specific in control experiments on blastoid cells generated by pokeweed mitogen stimulation of blood mononuclear cells and frozen tissue sections of normal jejunum. IgA1 is the major component in IgA deposits in liver (n = 83) and skin (n = 31) of patients with liver disease. Macromolecular IgA is detectable in only one-fifth of the cases. The authors' data do not indicate that hepatic IgA deposits in liver disease are of gastrointestinal origin. Out of the circulating IgA pool, IgA1 appears to be most capable of being deposited in tissue.